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Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4M4 
December 1, 2007 


Office of the Mayor and Offices of the City Councillors City of Edmonton 
2nd Floor, City Hall 1 Sir Winston Churchill Square Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2R7 


Dear Mayor Mandel and City Councillors: 


The Edmonton Chapter of the Council of Canadians wishes to add its voice to the countless others 
who are raising concerns over the growing numbers of homeless and lack of progress on delivering 
| affordable housing in the City of Edmonton. We understand that a special committee has been formed 
which includes Mayor Mandel, Councillor Leibovici and representatives of developers and home builders. 
Their mandate is to find ways to compensate developers and homebuilders for the forthcoming 5% 


requirement for affordable housing set-aside. 


The Edmonton Chapter of the Council of Canadians agrees with Councillor Ben Henderson that agen- 
cies representing low-income people should have representation on this committee. The presence of those 
who are most affected in this crisis situation would help generate a sense of urgency among our city offi- 
cials. Providing adequate housing for its citizens is a responsibility the City of Edmonton shares with 
other levels of government who are presently lost in the fog, notwithstanding their enormous fiscal capac- 
ity and budget surpluses that could be directed towards affordable housing for all. 

Where others falter, we look to this new City Council to provide clear leadership on the housing 
crisis. But we also urge every effort be made to include those whose lives are most directly affected. 


Yours truly, 


ee Edmonton Chapter of the Council of Canadians PO Box 40059 Baker Centre Postal Outlet 





L.Dvmont 


Marie Chidley Edmonton Chapter Chair, Council of Canadians cc: Brent Patterson, Council of Canadians ~~ 


Central Organizer 
Greg Farrants, Albertans Demand Affordable Housing 
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Eighty Years 
By John Babcock 


I am a merry miser, not one for money, silver or gold 
My grab is for all the years I can put in my hold. 
Climbing the ladder of time, the same for you and me. 
The time is coming near, when I will see the year 








Years come and go, and keep on mounting. January ninth, two thousand and eight 
I can’t quit now; there are more to be counting. Will be a day for me to celebrate. 
Life at times is like hiking down a long rough road. There won’t be any cause for shedding tears 


To make eighty years I packed my share of the load. On that great occasion, I will mark eighty years. 


There are times when I could put all my cares behind. Having put eighty years in my store 


For the pleasure of working with a free mind, Is like playing a game with a winning score. i 4 
To concentrate on thoughts of great priority Making it eighty years makes me feel like a king. f. 
Eighty years gives me a feeling of notoriety. I am wondering what the year eighty will bring. bia 
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Another year older and what have we done 





The calendar year has changed, and with 


2008 here, we can look back over the past 
year, evaluate, and make plans for the New 
Year. In this issue, we have included the list 
of shelters available as part of the city’s win- 
ter emergency plan, as well as the story 
about how one homeless man gives back to 
his community helping others who are also 
homeless. 

2007 will be remembered as the year 
when Edmonton’s first, and hopefully last, 
tent city popped up on the vacant provincial 
lot just west of the Bissell Centre in 
Edmonton’s inner city. The solution to the 
problem of having a tent city was simple — 
disperse all of the homeless campers, and 
erect a chain link fence to keep them from 
coming back. Problem solved at least for the 
city and the province, but, unfortunately not 
for the homeless campers, many of whom 
are still homeless campers, but who now 
have to camp in the river valley and other 
less secure spots where they continuously 
risk eviction. The one thing that Tent City 
did was to provide a place where people 
belonged in the sense that they were legally 
permitted to live on the lot, and even had 
bathrooms and water provided. It also 
focused attention on that small number of 
homeless people. 

The summer saw a number of demon- 
strations about the housing problems. A 
group from the university of Alberta, called 
Albertans Demand Affordable Housing, 
formed to do just that through rallies and 
forums on housing. The Alberta Coalition on 
Housing and Homelessness held their annu- 
al Homefest Concert to raise money for the 
homeless, and the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur visited Edmonton on his fact 
finding trip to Canada, and was not pleased 
with the way in which our poor and out 
homeless people, especially the Aboriginal 
population and the women, are treated. The 
Edmonton Housing Trust Fund provided 
funding for a number of new low income 
housing initiatives that, unfortunately still 


don’t even replace the affordable housing lost 
through demolition of old rooming houses, 
and the conversion of apartments to condos. 

The province came up with the renter 
assistance fund to help renters maintain 
their housing, giving people money to pay 
overdue utility bills, backed up rent, and 
damage deposits. Finally, persons without 
addresses can get some social assistance for 
food, and for some on assistance their 
monthly dole has been increased to more 
adequately cover the actual cost of housing. 
The provincial government also announced 
their ten year plan, which is of little comfort 
to the people shivering in the cold as they 
huddle under blankets in make-shift shel- 
ters, or to the families that have been split 
up with their kids dispersed to foster care 
when their parents could no longer find 
affordable housing. It’s also of little comfort 
to those currently sleeping in warming cen- 
tres, or bunking in with family and friends in 
overcrowded suites and apartments. 

One thing the province did, however, was 
at least acknowledge the high cost of having 
homeless people on our streets, an estimated 
price tag of upwards of $100,000 per person 
per year in medical costs, policing, and other 
supports. 

Mayor Mandel contacted agencies to 
come up with the winter emergency plan, 
and since has come up with a plan for the 
city to deal with the problem of homeless- 
ness through more affordable housing. 

Even if these plans for dealing with the 
crisis of homelessness prove effective, they 
will take time to implement. The need for 
housing continues unabated. 

As individuals most of us feel helpless in 
the face of such overwhelming need, but we 
can each step in to do what we can. For 
some it is a simple as giving a cup of coffee 


to a street newspaper vendor, or donating 
blankets and clothing to an agency or mis- 


sion. There are those who drive around at 
night to make sure no one is freezing in the 
cold. Many others give of time, talents and 
money to support agencies, missions and 
organizatons that work with those in need. 
What is most important in all of this is the 
recognition of the individual, and placing 
value on each person without respect for 
income or address. 

As we enter into the new year it is impor- 
tant that each one of us evaluate where we 
are today, and what we hope to bring about 
over the next twelve months. For us at 
Edmonton Street News, our goal is simple - 
to continue to publish the paper on the first 
day of every month, and to seek more finan- 
cial security for the publication. We also wel- 
come new writers and contributors. 

By Linda Dumont 


Premier announces secretariat to tackle homelessness 


The province will work 


with municipalities to 
try to end 
homelessness in 10 
years 

Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


At the end of October Premier Ed 
Stelmach revealed his government’s long- 
term approach to dealing with homelessness 
in Alberta. The province will set up an 
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Alberta Secretariat for Action on 
Homelessness “to develop a provincial strate- 
gy to end homelessness,” according to an 
October 29 news release. The Premier wants 
the secretariat to achieve its goal in ten 
years. 

“This is an ambitious goal,” says Premier 
Stelmach in the news release, “but one I 
believe we must pursue to help those most in 
need.” 

Associate Minister of Affordable Housing 
and Urban Development, Calgary-Cross MLA 
Yvonne Fritz will lead the initiative, accord- 
ing to the release, which adds that, “the 
Secretariat will work closely with municipali- 
ties, throughout the province to co-ordinate 
and support them in the development of 
their regional homeless strategies, using best 
practices of programs that have worked.” 

“I look forward to working closely with 
Alberta’s communities, service groups and 


agencies in addressing this critical issue,” 
adds Associate Minister Fritz. 

The planning initiative announced by 
Stelmach and Smith takes a longer-term 
view in the province’s efforts to deal with 
homelessness and the housing needs of low- 
income families in Alberta. Since the Alberta 
Affordable Housing Task Force released its 
report and recommendations in March 2007, 
the province has announced programs worth 
$285 million in new funding toward the con- 
struction of 11,000 new housing units over 
five years. The latest provincial contribution, 
‘announced in a November 1 news release, 
allocates $60 million to help build 522 hous- 
ing units in 15 municipalities. Edmonton is 
not on the latest list, but it has received 
funding in earlier announcements. 


By Allan Sheppard 





Homeless man gives back to his community 


For Garth Soper, planning a breakfast for 
homeless people to attend at the House of 
Refuge Mission at 10339-95 Street Christmas 
morning was just another way to give back to 
his community. “I live at the Hope Mission 
and I invited my room mates to come for 
breakfast.” he said. Garth also placed 
notices at the Herb Jamieson Shelter, the 
George Spady Centre, the Mustard Seed, the 
Bissell Centre and at the Hope Mission. 

Garth was up at 2 a.m. to start the 
breakfast which cost about $500 and con- 
sisted of 600 sausages, six hams, 500 eggs, 
hash browns, toast, orange juice, coffee and 
oranges. 

The Christmas day breakfast started at 
6:30 a.m. attracting about 300 people, many 
of them homeless. During the meal, the cor- 
ner of the room behind the podium was piled 
high with backpacks and bundles that people 
left there by while they ate. Volunteers came 
out to help as early as 4 a.m.; some from 
unexpected places. One man had been pass- 
ing by the mission a few days earlier, saw 
Garth through the window and came in. He 
handed Garth $130 saying, “Jesus told me to 
give this to you.”, then asked questions 
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Society celebrates 


The Edmonton Street News Society 
Christmas celebration Friday, December 14 at 
the House of Refuge Mission attracted more 
than 150 people to share a turkey dinner and 
enjoy music by Sharol Penner and Dan 


Scaber. Thanks to donations of tablecloths and 


candles from Sharol Penner, and decorations 
from Betty Schultz, the House of Refuge 
Mission was transformed from its everyday 
utilitarian look to a party atmosphere. The 
meal was made possible through donations of 
cash from Dan Scaber, Sharol Penner, Karin 
Depner, Martha Zander and Emmy Schultz, a 
turkey from the House of Refuge Mission, 
turkeys and other food from Edmonton Food 
Bank, a turkey and gifts from CBC, and veg- 
etables from August’s Organic Farm. Garth 
Soper, who cooks at the House of Refuge 
Mission, was up at 4 a.m. to put the largest 
turkey in the oven, and worked tirelessly to 
make the meal a success. Thanks also to the 
many volunteers who prepared and served the 
meal, and those who stayed to clean up the 
mission. City Councillor Jane Batty sent a City 
of Edmonton sweat shirt, and Britney White 
collected gifts from her church, which were 


distributed to vendors and volunteers. MLA 
Hugh MacDonald and Councillor Karen 
Liebovici stopped by to extend their greetings 
to volunteers and vendors. 


about the work at the mission. He returned 
Christmas morning with his family — his par- 
ents, two brothers and his sister — who all 
pitched in with the cooking and serving. 

Edmonton Street News board members 
Dan Scaber, Norma Harms and Pedro 
Schultz came out to help. Pedro stayed 
overnight at the Herb Jamieson on 
Christmas Eve because the buses weren't 
running early enough for him to get there by 
5 a.m. He has been traveling by bus since 
an incident last summer in which he was_ 
charged with hitting a police officer with his 
car when the police were evicting homeless 
campers from the vacant lot, which later 
became the site of Tent City. With four 
charges against him, as a condition of his 
bail, Pedro can’t drive a car until after his 
court case January 25, 2008. 

Eleven-year-old Joshua Branston was the 
youngest volunteer. He arrived with his 
grandmother, Linda Dumont, at 6 a.m. and 
helped with the decorating, blowing up the 
balloons that House of Refuge board member 
Colin Chong , his sister and his niece 
brought. There were also a number of home- 
less people who came from the street to help. 

Soper has been volunteering at the House 
of Refuge Mission for more than three 
months, doing most of the cooking for the 
daily meal of soup and sandwiches, hanging 
clothes, sorting the clothing room and repair- 
ing the aging building. A marine mechanic by 
trade, he’s handy with tools. His latest proj- 
ect has been fixing up the bathrooms where 
he replaced the ceilings and a toilet, painted, 
and is tiling the floors. 

The House of Refuge Mission is a mission 
in the old style of missions where a meal of 
soup and sandwiches is served after the 
service. Services are held at 7 p.m. nightly 
365 days of the year with different ministers 
and song leaders each night of the week. No 
one is turned away even if they are intoxicat- 


Norma Harms 








ed or high on drugs, but people are asked to 
leave until they can calm down if they are 
causing a disturbance or fighting. There is 
also a clothing room where people can get 
free clothing, blankets, and sometimes other 
household items such as dishes and towels. 

The mission is inter-denominational, and 
not connected to any church. It is a regis- 
tered charity with no paid staff; all of the 
work is done by volunteers. Rent and other 
costs are covered by donations, and by the 
contributions of the people who regularly 
minister there. 

Donations for the mission can be dropped 
off any day of the week between 5 and 9 p.m. 
when the mission is open. 


By Linda Dumont 





In the November issue we mistakenly 
reported that Dale had a brain injury 
from the accident in which he lost his 
leg. While Dale was seriously injured in 
the accident, he did not suffer brain 
damage. Since November, Dale has 
had his finger amputated, and has been 
released from the hospital. He is still 
using his wheel chair part time and, as 
his stump toughens up, Dale expects to 
be able to get around without it in the 
near future. He is still homeless, and is_ 
looking for a suite for himself and 
Jackie (above with Dale). 
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Letter to Cabinet 





The author of this letter usually likes to share his views with one or another of the honourable ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. 
This time he thought it was worth writing to the entire Cabinet. Watch for further letters in future issues of ESN. 





D ear Cabinet, 


As the year ends I want to send along 
my appreciation to you folks for your good 
understanding of public service. Most of 
you have been entirely consistent in prac- 
ticing the old rule of “out of sight, out of 
mind” and so our peace has not been dis- 
rupted over the months by you doing any- 
thing significant to force us to pay attention 
to you. You have settled into the fine 
Alberta tradition of Cabinet being shadows 
flitting in and out, but not having any sub- 
stance. 

When I ask the guys at the coffee shop, 
there’s hardly a name they can come up 
with of anyone of you who sits around the 
table over there—not to mention being 
unable to mention one thing any of you 
have done this year. What a tribute to your 
good understanding that the proper job of a 
government is to stay out of the way of free 
enterprise getting on with things, to keep 
our corporate friends happy as they ruth- 
lessly pursue profit at all costs. 

And Ed, you deserve credit for under- 
standing the Alberta tradition of looking 
through the Legislature to find the least tal- 
ented folks you can and give them the 
Cabinet jobs and the big ministerial offices 
under the dome. This cuts down having 
original ideas for real public policy that 
might get people thinking about the sort of 
province we really want. Surround them 
with PR hacks to keep them supplied with a 
steady stream of clichés and irrelevant but 
impressive information and let them wander 
about baffle gabbing until everyone falls 
asleep. Then just keep doing whatever you 
please because no one will be able to figure 
out what that is, especially if you make 
sure you make access to information as 


expensive and difficult as possible. If you 
don’t do that all sort of interfering busy 


bodies will want to actually know what’s 
going on and that can lead to no good. 
Without being able to operate a bit in the 


nudge and wink territory you are really lim- 
ited in keeping things going smoothly. 

It’s true you are having to negotiate a 
bit just now to come up with something in 
the royalty line that can set you up for the 
election. You need those Albertans wanting 
more revenue for the province to believe 
you've taken a firm line with the energy 
companies, but I’m sure you can chat with 
the CEOs and find an approach to this that 
will hardly cause a ripple in the profit line 
for the companies and still be able to be 
spun to the unwashed masses as a real get 
tough approach. It’s great to have the big oil 
guys grumbling and complaining enough to 
make you look good with the little people— 
the whole thing makes me think you've 
been able to hire one of those Hollywood 
scriptwriters out of work in California. 

I know you are busy this time of year 
between all the parties you are obliged to go 
to strictly for the sake of your duties and 
planning the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. 
That’s what I’m calling the next provincial 
election, that I assume you will be calling 
right after delivering the budget on 
February 14. I call it that because I think 
we all know what’s going to happen to the 
opposition side of the house when the votes 
are counted a month later—it will take a 
good detective to find them. It’s so much 
smarter to do it that way than to have to 
deal with another blamed by-election in 
Calgary for Gary Mar’s old seat and risk 
another egg-on-the-face result like the by- 
election for Ralph’s old seat. 

Yes, you are going to be able to use your 
fat party coffers to buy slick ads that will 
reassure everyone from Milk River to High 
Level that you folks have single handedly 
made Alberta the closest thing there is to 
Paradise. And as long as the good times are 
rolling, and we don’t have enough idea of 
anything you are actually doing to have the 


least reason for concern, why bother wast- 
ing a vote on anyone else? 


I know some of you won’t be back after 
that election as you move on to new things. 
Lyle, you have my admiration for your rein- 


carnation from dead man walking through 
the leadership campaign last year to the 
least influential finance minister in history, 
but there’s not doubt you’re making a good 
decision to head on to help the Democrats 
in the US win their election next, rather 
than taking another run at things here. 
Good luck timing your next resurrection in 
Alberta. 

With the election coming, there’s not a 
lot more business you will get done, but 
thanks for the things that are hanging out 
there to keep us smiling all the way to the 
polls—a good vague promise to end home- 
lessness, fortunately with no actual details 
anyone can monitor; a plan to give all the 
little private schools on the fringes a lot 
more money so they can do a better job of 
trying to draw students out of the public 
system into assorted narrow views of the 
world; a toothless promise to look after tem- 
porary foreign workers that wisely avoids 
getting all your friends using these folks for 
cheap labour unhappy; and of course some 
righteous ranting about getting tougher 
fighting the rampant crime that is making 
all our lives so very dangerous here in 
Alberta; but not too much more. 

You boys (oops, nearly forget Iris and 
Janis in there too!) know very well how 
much fun you can have now with a budget 
you will never actually have to pass. It’s the 
chance to use a major item of public busi- 
ness for your own private election purposes 
without having to identify it that way. You 
can pack it with all the goodies you like to 
appeal to every possible group of voters, 
knowing you will never have to deliver on it. 


So, Ed and all, happy holidays. 2008 is 
going to be your year to shine-- I can feel it 
in my bones. 


Affectionately, even boot-lickingly, 


Ted White 


Premier Stelmach quietly announces a 10-year initiative to tackle homelessness" 


At the end of October Premier Ed 
Stelmach and Yvonne Fritz, Associate 
Minister of Affordable Housing and Urban 
Development in Stelmach’s cabinet, 
announced a plan to set up an Alberta 
Secretariat for Action on Homelessness that 
will help co-ordinate efforts by governments 
and the non-profit sector to tackle home- 
lessness in Alberta. 

There’s nothing wrong with that. The ini- 
tiative is a bit overdue, given the urgency of 
a growing problem in Alberta’s superheated 
economy, where even people with jobs can 
be homeless. The numbers of homeless peo- 
ple sleeping on the streets or on couches in 


But is he serious? 


the homes of friends and relatives is grow- 
ing, especially in the province’s largest cities 
and the boom city of Fort McMurray. But a 
few things have happened since Stelmach 
set up the Alberta Affordable Housing Task 
Force on February almost a year ago, on 
February 1, 2007—less than two months 
after he succeeded Ralph Klein as leader of 
the Alberta Progressive Conservative party, 
and as premier. It naturally took a few 
months for Stelmach and his cabinet to 
ease into their new jobs. And then there was 
the small matter of a controversial Royalty 
Review Panel report and the efforts of a new 
premier and government to come to terms 


Standing on White Avenue is a crime? 


oe \ f 
ge Donald Cardinal r 


Early in the morning on November 25, 
two Aboriginal men alleged that they were 
threatened by the police when they stood 
talking in front of the Princess Theatre on 
White Avenue. Glen Dumont was waiting for 
the first bus to come so he could go to his 


home downtown, when Douglas Cardinal 
came over to speak with him. 

“We were only talking for a couple of 
minutes — it wasn’t very long,” Cardinal 
said. “I just asked Glen if he had my picture 
for my badge. Two cops came by in a van. 
One spoke through the window. He said, 


‘You guys better continue moving on or we'll © 
take you to the back alley and beat you up.’ { 


“It was early in the morning and it was 
very busy. There were other people standing 
there and the police didn’t say anything to 
them.” 

Cardinal said he and Glen walked away 
to avoid a confrontation and the police drove 
off. Glen noticed that the police in the van 
were not the regular beat cops that he sees 
on White Avenue. 


By Linda Dumont 





with that report and develop a response, 
which generated additional distractions. 

But it would have been nice to have an 
earlier response to the long-term challenges 
of homelessness and housing for low-income 
Albertans, especially after the task force 
produced a report in an impressively short — 
60 days. It took another seven months for _ 
the Stelmach government to come up with a 
policy response, but let’s cut Stelmach some 
slack on the timing. In the meantime, the 
the premier announced more than a quarter 


ing to meet the needs of low-income fe 
and individuals. That, too, is long overdt 
And welcome. hia 
So why does this leave me feeli 
down and disappointed? We can 
premier himself for that. It’ 
less impressive 
tious...plan” anc 


Bruce Miller 
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items, a column, an editorial or two, then 
the announcement was yesterday’s news. 

Or tomorrow’s. For aside from telling us 
there will be a homelessness secretariat, the 
only thing the premier and associate minis- 
ter had to say is that it is “expected to be in 
place by April 2008.” Yawn. Given the pre- 
mier's high-intensity rhetoric, the low-key 
response is deflating. 

The delay is not unreasonable, just dis- 
appointing. The secretariat needs to devel- 
op,in the words of the announcement, “a 
governance and accountability structure, 
terms of reference, and (a) budget” in con- 
sultation with the municipalities and agen- 
cies with which it will have to work and 
from which it will draw some of its member- 
ship. 

It would not have been encouraging if 
the government had done all that necessary 
spadework and then organized the kind of 
rubber-stamping “consultations” favoured by 
ex-Premier Klein and his team to ratify what 
had already settled. - 

But a “plan to have a plan,” as Liberal 
housing critic Dave Taylor, accurately 
described Stelmach and Fritz's announce- 
ment is not enough to stir the blood on a 
cold winter's day. It’s what the task force 
called for, but that doesn’t make it some- 
thing to get excited about. Ambition, 
whether for a plan or for goals, should be 




















































Extract from Page 19 of the 
task force report: 


plans. 


1.b.—Establish a single enti- 
ty—the Alberta Housing 
Secretariat or Council— 
which has the mandate, 
funding and accountability 
to ensure an integrated sys- 
tem to address issues of 
homelessness and affordable 
housing. This entity would 
exist under legislation, and 
receive its funding and man- 
date from the government. It 
would have the direct sup- 
port of the Premier and be 
accountable through the 
Minister to Treasury Board. 
This affordable housing enti- 
ty would: 


um. 





tors. 














profit sectors. 















grams. 


1Be responsible for develop- 
ing the Ten-Year Alberta 
Housing Plan, based on 











Constituency Office 
Edmonton Gold Bar 


Tel: 414-1015 
Fax: 414-1017 








e-mail: hugh.macdonald 


~~ made of more urgent stuff. 


3Have the ability to maxi- 
mize synergies and 

economies of scale in both 
public and non-profit sec- 


4Co-ordinate and integrate 
programs and initiatives 
across government and non- 


5Manage funding for home- 
lessness and affordable 
housing drawn from across 
government’s current pro- 


6Manage new funds and ini- 
tiatives directed at homeless- 
ness and affordable housing. 


7Have the authority to make 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
Edmonton-Gold Bar 


#102, 7024 — 101 Avenue, NW 
Edmonton, Alberta T6A 0H7 


@assembly.ab.ca 
website:www.liberalopposition.com 


10-year initiative to tackle homelessness 


The task force has already done a good 
job of outlining what the secretariat should 
be prepared to do and what it needs to plan 
for. (The full report and related documents 
are available online at http: //www.munici- 
palaffairs.gov.ab.ca/hs_affordable_housing t 
ask_force.cfm.) Associate minister Fritz 
would need good reasons not to start with 
that shopping list as she and her officials 
recruit members, consult with stakeholders, 
and decide what the secretariat should do 
and how it should do it. We have no reason 
to assume they will not do that. 

Or perhaps we do. 

The task force’s recommendation calls 
for a secretariat that would co-ordinate 
efforts to deal with affordable housing needs 
as well as homelessness. (See sidebar 1.) 
The announced secretariat will deal only 
with homelessness. Does that mean housing 
for low-income families will not get a sepa- © 
rate co-ordinating entity as recommended by 
the task force? 

Or does the premier still have another 
(soft) shoe to drop, in the form of a separate 
secretariat for housing? Let’s hope so. 

Meeting Albertans’ needs for affordable 
housing will take many times more money 
than will be needed or can be spent to deal 
with the serious issues of homelessness. 
But money isn't everything, or the only 
thing. There are social, as well as financial, 
needs at stake. For that reason, affordable 


Alberta Affordable Housing Task Force recommends an “entity” to address housing and homelessness issues 


decisions and act. 


2Develop outcome goals 
along the housing continu- 


8Complete a comprehensive 
review of structural issues 
across governments and 
non-profits that create con- 
fusion, duplication and bar- 
riers to access housing pro- 
grams and supports (for 
example, clarifying jurisdic- 
tional responsibility for 
youth shelters). 


9Provide one-stop “window” 


and support related to 
homelessness and housing. 


10Gather and disseminate 
information. 

The full report of the Alberta 
Affordable Housing Task 
Force is available online at 
http: / /www.municipalaf- 


t.pdf 














for those seeking information 


fairs.gov.ab.ca/documents/h 
s/Housing Task Force_repor 


Be ceetnate Rosh Hasteinieh, whicds this year sharks Sepleri- 


eo yuu this Mew Yer. Acs always, @ lhene ti anny wery | ot 
Bry Stall Gan asst you, please tall 7R-A495-3261, at seed 
cart ee-tsveail Wea cycabidegy 1 prea Lge cis 


























housing should also get serious, effective co- 
ordination with effective public input. 
Politicians love to be seen giving money to 
community projects. That’s an excellent rea- 
son to have a broadly representative entity 
to co-ordinate and validate the distribution 
of funds to communities and agencies that 
deal with the housing needs of low-income 
Albertans, not just the homeless. 
Postscript 
There are some serious reasons why it 

may be impossible to use housing alone as a 
means to eliminate homelessness in Alberta— 
in ten years or in a hundred years. For hard- 
core homeless people with mental health, 
addictions, and other issues to deal with, the 
discipline required to make a home or live in 
independent housing may be beyond reach. It 
will take more than bricks, mortar, and subsi- 
dies to meet their needs. They may need and 
help to address health and social, as well as 
housing, needs. The Edmonton Journal’s 
Paula Simon offered an excellent overview of 
the challenges of serving the hard-core home- 
less in her November 1, 2007 column, 
Homelessness can’t be solved with just hous- 
ing, available online at 
http: //www.canada.com/edmontonjournal/co/ 
lumnists/story.html?id=d2a02a9e-32e9- 
43d7-8fd6-b24c0d5f3e40. 

by Allan Sheppard 







PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 










HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


It’s that tre when we @fsh each other all the best for the 
coming yeer, having just reflected on the year past and 
sata it meant tn us. 








































For some people im our community its not qute New 
Years yet. and for others that New Year is still months 
away. 






All my mamied fife | have celebrated at least two New 
Year's Days. My family celebrated January first, accoréng 
to the standard international (Gregorian) calendar. My 
wie's family, being of Ukrainian background, celebrates 
Christmas and New Year's agcording to the oider fain 
calendar, which runs 74 days behind the (Greqpetian. 










As a Member of Parliament it has been my privilege to 
celebrate many other New Years Nays with the differant 
communities that make up the Canadian mosaic.. 


The Chinese, Vietnamese and Korean communities use 
4 lumar calendar which has been in use for a Ste more 
than 4,000 years. The Chinese will be celebrating their 
New Year February 7, the fest day of the yaar of the Rat. 
{All Chinese years have ae animal asspciatad with them 
accineclirny teat 17 yrsir cytes. | ast yur wares Une year cok Ube 
Pig, eset peter will tie Ue year on tthe Ox.) 









Other oceintries and cullures celetrate their New Year at 
diliwent lms. For Carnbodiaces iS usually in mn-Ame 
hon Mizikeres the New Yeer falls oer the first clery ad Une 
meth al Muharram, whicd this year is January 10. dears 










ber 29, 





Whalever tite you choose ti celebrale, my beest wishes 


















495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Winter Emergency Resources in Edmonton 


Shelters — Adults 


The George Spady Centre 
10015 — 105A Avenue 
Phone: 424-8335 

Fax: 426-1203 

Male or Female, under the influ- 
ENnee: 
- Open 24 hours a day for very 
intoxicated. 

- Otherwise open at 3 p.m. 

- 15 Female mats; 65- Male 
mats. 

- Detox beds (3 for women; 17 
for men) 

- Coffee at 3 pm — 7 p.m., every 
day. 















Herb Jamieson 

10014 — 105A Avenue 

Phone: 429-3470 

Fax: 424-2863 

- Male only (with no other 
resources). 

- Must be sober (zero tolerance). 
- Open: 5 p.m. 

- Must register for service. 

- Last in-take: about 2 a.m. 

- Foyer opens at 10:30-11:00 
p.m., for warming. 

- Clients leave: 8 a.m. 

- 250 beds (meals included). 

- Regular beds: 183; medical 
dorm beds: 30; mats: 30; also 
has floor space. 




















Hope Mission Mats 

9908 — 106 Avenue 

Day Phone: 422-2018 

- Male, Female or couples. 

- Low tolerance for alcohol. 

- Open: 8:30 p.m. 

- In-take ends at about 2 a.m. 
- Clients leave: 6:45 a.m. (to 
breakfast at Herb Jamieson). 
250 mats: 

- 200 for men — 15 of them are 
for couples) 

- 50 for women 















Hope Mission Intox 

9908 — 106 Avenue 

Day Phone: 422-2018 

Male only, under the influence. 
- Open: 8:30 p.m. 

- In-take stops at about 2 a.m. 
- Clients leave: 6:45 a.m. (to 
breakfast at Herb Jamieson). 
70 mats 






















Hope Mission Overflow 
Contact Herb Jamiseon at 429- 
3470 

Male only 

- Low tolerance for alcohol 





Women’s Emergency 
Accommodation Centre 
(WEAC) 

9611 — 101A Avenue 

Phone: 423-5302 

Fax: 424-9642 

Women only (including trans- 
gendered). 18 and up 

- Must register first (at any 
time). 

- Residents have 9 p.m. curfew 
(unless other arrangements 
made). 

- Call after 9 p.m. to see if space 
available. 

66 beds and 9 mats 

- will not take anymore than 75 


Salvation Army 

9611 — 102 Avenue 

Day Phone: 429-4274 

Day Fax: 426-5392 

- Men only 

- Must be sober 

- Might consider wheelchair- 
bound (but depends on staffing 
and extent of client service 
needs). 

- Open: 9:15 p.m. (approx). 

- In-take ends at about mid- 
night. 

- Breakfast 

- Clients leave at 8 a.m. 
Breakfast 

- soup line Wednesdays 2:30 — 
3:15 p.m. 

- 16 over-night beds. 

- 50 mats (winter emergency). 

- Beds and mats are first-come, 
first-served. 

- SA has an additional 120 beds 
for short- and long-term use 
(generally all spoken for). 


Salvation Army Castledowns 
Church 

12404-140 Avenue 

457-0275 

- sober men only 

- in-take through SA on 1161 - 
95 St. (phone 474-4324) from 
4:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

50 mats 

- return transportation 

- breakfast provided 








Drop-In and Food 


Boyle Street Community 
Services 

10116 — 105 Avenue 
Phone: 424-4106 

Fax: 425-2205 

Drop-In 

- Monday — Friday: 

8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Food 

- Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday Noon: soup (depending on 
volunteers and donations. 


Bissell Centre 

10527 — 96 Street 

Phone: 423-2285 

Fax: 429-7908 

Drop-In 

M/T/T/F — 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 
p.m. 

W — 8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 
Food 

- Monday -— Friday: 

10:30 a.m., sandwiches. 

- Sunday: 


Inner City Pastoral lunch. 
Employment Services at 7:00 





Mustard Seed 

10651 — 96 Street 

Phone: 426-5600 

Fax: 426-5400 

Drop-In 

Monday — Friday 

f p-m— 4 p.m: 

Food 

- Monday - Friday, 7 p.m., sup- 


per. 
- Saturday, 5 p.m., supper 


Old Strathcona Youth Co-op 
10325 — 83 Avenue 

Phone: 496-5947 

Youth, 14-24 

Drop-In 

Monday — Thursday, 

2 p.m. — 10 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday, 
2p.m.—-6p.m. 


- Coffee, snacks, clothes, soap, 
toothpaste, etc. 

- Housing and employment serv- 
ices and referral to other agen- 
cies. 

- Collective kitchen on Friday 
(2:30 p.m. — 4 p.m.). 


Additional Resources 


The Support Network 
DANA 

All Edmontonians 
24/7 


Information referral line. 
Edmonton Emergency Relief 
10255 — 104 Street 

Phone: 428-4422 

Fire victims or victims of other 
disasters 

Tues. - Fri: 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
Sat: 10 a.m. -3 p.m. 

Clothing and furniture. 


Boyle McCauley Health Centre 
10628 — 96 Street 

Phone: 422-7333 

Inner-city residents. 

Clinic 

Monday — Thursday, 9 a.m. — 9 
p.m. 

Friday: 9 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 





usually 1- 4 p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday (subject to 


just WEAC residents). 


Saturday youth clinic: 2 p.m. — 6 
p.m. 

- Medical assessment and treat- 
ment. 

- Also operates a clinic at WEAC, 








change) — open to women and 
children in the community (not 








Edmonton Mennonite Center 
for Newcomers 

780.424.7709 

Migrants 

Weekdays: 8:30 a.m — 5:00 p.m. 
Program for migrants by provid- 
ing housing assistance, out- 
reach, and counseling services 
to clients who arrive in 
Edmonton without appropriate 
resources during the harsh win- 
ter months 




















The Adventures of Soupline Bob 


WOW - Fax Colonge. The 
girls are going to love me! 
I can hardly wait - who 
would throw it away? 





That smell - 
Darn walker is 
to slow 


I smelled 

him first - Jb 
Yo 
oe ff” 
se of 


i 
“¢ 
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Shelters — Youth 


Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society 

9310 — 82 Avenue 

Phone: 468-7070 

Fax: 466-1374 

- Youth, 15-18 years old. 

- Somewhat tolerant re: alcohol. 
- Open: 9 p.m. 

- Last in-take: 4 a.m. 

- Clients leave: 8 a.m. 

- Register every day at 9 p.m. 

- 16 beds, male and female, 
showers, breakfast and supper. 


Hope Mission Youth 
9908 — 106 Avenue 
2nd floor 

Phone: 717-7649 
422-2018 


Fax: 426-7057 

- Youth, 16-24. 

- Intoxicated Youth (whether 
under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol 

- 9:30 p.m. — 8:15 a.m. 

- Intake till 2:00 a.m 

- room for 65 

- food service 

- outreach work 


Inner City Youth Housing 
Project 

13047 — 102 Street 

Phone: 479-7075 

Fax: 477-2676 

Youth, 15-18. 

- 10 short-term beds. 

- 5 high-risk beds. 





Food 


Shelters -Families, Special Needs, Seniors 


YMCA 

10030 — 102A Avenue 

Phone: 421-9622 

Fax: TBA 

Families, special needs, preg- 
nant women and singles. 
Intake: 24/7 

Rents dorm beds ($25/night); 
single rooms (male: $39; female: 
$42/night; double rooms 

($62 /night); single rooms by the 


week (male: $140; female: $150). 


Urban Manor 

9524 — 104 Avenue 

Phone: 425-5901 

Fax: 425-5903 
Hard-to-house men. 

Intake: 24/7 

- Residence with 75 beds 

- On occasion, accepts emer- 
gency referrals, if space avail- 








Herb Jamieson 
10014 — 105A Avenue 
Phone: 429-3470 
Fax: 424-2863 

- sober men 

Food, Weekdays 

- 7 a.m.: breakfast 

- noon: lunch. 

- 5 p.m.: supper. 
Food Weekends 

10:45 a.m.: brunch. 
4:45 p.m.: supper. 














Salvation Army 

9611 — 102 Avenue 

Phone: 429-4274 

Fax: 426-5392 

‘| Food eS P 
Wednesday, 2:30 p.m. — 3:30 
p-m., (soup for lunch; bread 
give-away). 











Food Bank 
424.9222 






Marian Centre 
10528 — 98 Street 

Phone: 424-3544 

Fax: 424-4806 

Food 

- M/T/T/F/Sat, 12:30 — 1:30 
p.m., dining room open. (closed 
Wednesday)- Sunday, 12:30 — 
1:15 p.m.: bag lunches (at back 
door). 


Canadian Native Friendship 
Centre 

11205 — 101 Street 

Phone: 479-1999 

Fax: 479-0043 

Food 

Friday, 12-1 p.m., meal. 
Wednesday, 6 — 7 p.m., meal 


B’s Diner 

#6, 10015 — 82 Avenue 
Phone: 414-6040 

Food 


Warming Centers 


15210 Stony Plain Road 
Phone: 481-4001 





Mon-Thurs: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m. and 





Mon - Fri: 7 p.m. — 10 p.m. 







- Employment/ Housing Services 










11661 — 95 Street 
Phone: 474-4324 






Drop-In Extended Hours: 





Mon - Sat: 9 a.m. — 7 p.m. 
Fri: Open until 10:30 p.m. 
Sun: 2 p.m. — 7 p.m. 







counseling referrals 





referrals to other shelters 









a 


Jasper Place Health & Wellness Centre 


Homeless people in the west-end 


evening via Boyle Street van (pick-up about 8:30 p.m., all days). 


Edmonton Crossroads Community Church (Salvation Army) 


return transportation to SA Castledowns church shelter 





Saturday & Sunday: 5 p.m. — 10 p.m. 

- Showers, access to computers, cart storage, laundry, agency 
referral and sandwiches, coffee and soup. 

- Public Health Nurses on Mon & Thurs p.m 


- Gathering point for people who want to go to shelters in the 


Homeless people along 118 Avenue area 


soup, sandwiches, snacks, emergency winter clothing 





Wednesday, 1 p.m. —- 3 p.m., 
lunch. 


Edmonton Family Worship 
10613 — 95 Street 

Phone: 424-6422 

(office hours: Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m. — 3 p.m.) 

Inner city folks 

Food 

Sunday, 3 p.m. — 5 p.m., lunch. 
Also provides clothing, blankets 
and work clothing. 


Victory Church 

13411 Fort Road 

Phone: 475-1647 

- all individuals in need 
Food 

Monday, 5 p.m., supper. 
(through Emmaus Lutheran 
Church) 5015-144 Avenue 






able. 

Operation Friendship 

9526 — 106 Avenue 

Phone: 429-2626 

Fax: 429-2629 

Men and women over 55 years 
old. 

- Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. 
p.m. 

- Weekends/ Holidays: 10:30 
a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 

- Rents and operates 5 housing 
facilities for inner-city seniors. 
- Referral services. 

- Operates McCauley Senior’s 
Drop-In (free meals, all days; 
recreation too). 

- showers and hair cuts once a 
week. 

- helping hand transportation 
service 

Run a housing registry service 


- 6:30 








Edmonton Centre Victory 
Church 

10665 — 98 Street 

Phone: 424-4803 

Food 

Friday night coffee house (7 p.m. 
-10 p.m.). 

Supper from 8-10 p.m. 


House of Refuge 

104 Avenue & 95 Street 
983-4123 

Food 

- Supper every day, after gospel 
service that starts at 7 p.m. 
(Drop-in opens at 5 p.m. and 
closes at 9 p.m.). 


Salvation Army Kitchen Truck 
Location TBA 
423-2111 Ext:746 
Whyte avenue area 
7:00 — 11:00 p.m. daily 


Outreach van 


- Cell: 554-2795 





Emergency Response. 
Street people. 
2 p.m. — 10 p.m., every day. 







- JPHAWC- 8-8:30 





- Northeast Area: 5-6:30 
- West End approx: 








Winter Homeless Emergency Van 
(Boyle Street Community Services) 


Old Strathcona Youth Co-op: 9:00 






- From 8:30 a.m. — 4 p.m., call 424-4106 and request Winter 


Food, warm clothing and transportation to Warming Centres and 
shelters. Schedule for pick ups are: 


7:00 --then to the South Side 
- will coordinate with Kitchen Truck when it is running (TBA) 


Emergency Resources 


Employment Immigration & 
Industry Crisis Unit 

Phone: 644-5135, press 1 
Families, singles and childless 
couples, subject to assessment 
and suitability. 

Call after 4:30 p.m. 

(if called during the day, client 
will be referred to HRE local 
office.) 











Herb Jamieson - Man Down 
Call 911, EMS dispatches 






or difficult to transport. 
24/7 





Individuals who are unconscious 












Red Cross 
Weekdays: 423-2680 (8:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.) 

After Hours: 1-800-565-4483 
See Services Provided. 

24/7 


Mental Health Crisis 

Phone: 482-0222 

Anyone facing a mental health 
crisis. 

24/7 

Child Welfare Crisis 

Phone: 427-3390 

Child in imminent risk. 

24/7 
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Can't find 





Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 


Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 


9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Third Annual 
MEMORIAL 
for 
HOMELESS PERSONS 


January 19th, 2008 
4 p.m. 


Boyle Street Community Services 


10116 - 105 Avenue 


Everyone Welcome Round Dance to Follow 


for information, please call Lorette @ 424-8325 


By Amanda Francis 

















°T Was the night 






With grateful acknowledgement to Clement Clarke Moore, 
whose poem "Twas the night before Christmas" provided the 
inspiration for this more contemporary rendering, 

here is a holiday greeting to one and all: 





























I no longer want cocaine 
Just tired of all the pain 
Through with this shitty game — 
Just tired of having nothing 







By Michael Shapcott 













Mutation cone Ti haveaeatien sien T WAS the night before Christmas, when all through the house 


I no longer want this urge; sobriety’s mine to stay. Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 






I no longer want cocaine The landlord had hung the eviction notice with care, 











Ill take and use my commitment and become In hopes that the tenants would soon be outa there; 









strong The children were nestled all snug ‘neath the park bench, 


Knowledge of CA won’t steer me wrong. Shivering through the chill, their teeth in a clench, 


I no longer want cocaine Dear mamma was at the soup kitchen, and I with the kids, 
I long for new found friends and a : ; , 

‘ We'd just settled into another night on the skids; 
Leave rock in the dust. 


Wil avelmemone sevens When out in the park there arose such a clatter, 






And apply them daily, soon I'll be okay I sprang from the bench to see what was the matter. 








I no longer want cocaine When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 














It gave me an insatiable need, a starved body But a handful of police, with a cruiser to steer, 


Penniless and a need to change my tune, “Move along, move along, move along, now,” 
They whistled and shouted, with a bristlin’ of brow; 


And then in a twinkling, I heard a loud call, 


Break away and just be free, that’s my need. 


I crave this new creed 













To no longer use cocaine “Hy not h ine forall 
ousing for everyone, es 
Is freedom I want to hold, ay eee 


Té.step inte Hew diveeton eee p ete I saw the UN Special Rapporteur proclaim with a jolly great call, 
Til I’m old 


“Keep coming back” so I’m told 





“It’s really quite simple: policy, funding, programs and all”; 










And I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight, 
This is my new life “Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night.” 


Waiting to unfold 





